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MAKER FAIRE AFRICA : LAGOS
5th - 6th NOVEMBER, 2012 at the LTV Blue Roof, Ikeja

Maker Faire Africa brings its yearly pan-African innovation fair to Lagos, Nigeria this year, 
for three days of exhibits, workshops, D.I.Y. demonstrations, a public “maker space” and 
enthusiastic celebration of African ingenuity & creativity.  

Produced by Maker Faire Africa with the support of the Rockefeller Foundation and 
African Innovation Foundation, and the endorsement of Nigeria’s Minister of Finance, 
the bar-camp style fair, in Nigeria for the first time since it first began in 2009, empha-
sizes grass-roots innovation and a D.I.Y. culture as the catalyst for spurring “bottom up” 
socially responsible invention and locally sustainable design and manufacturing.

“Africa faces a conundrum,” says Emeka Okafor (a leading Nigerian blogger (Timbuktu 
Chronicles, Africa Unchained), co-founder of Maker Faire Africa, Director of TED Global 
in Arusha and a Director for the Makeda Fund).  “If it can’t help its citizens become more 
inventive, its societies won’t become more productive.”

“Invention, creativity and productivity is what Maker Faire Africa is committed to across 
the continent because it’s what inventors are committed to across the continent,” says 
Mark Grimes (social entrepreneur, co-founder of Nedspace and another co-founder of 
Maker Faire Africa).  “We’re just providing the kind of platform they’ve been seeking – a 
productive, positive environment in which to make the things they need, by themselves, 
for themselves.  Really, the fair is produced by the individuals who show up, and eagerly 
start making things together, most of whom have never met each other before.  It really 
speaks to Africa’s highly social nature.”  

Since its inaugural fair in Accra, in 2009 (with a handful of exhibiting makers and a few 
hundred visitors) the Maker Faire Africa community has grown quickly.  Last year’s fair, 
held in Cairo, had over 75 exhibited inventions (including full-size vehicles), a full line up 
of workshops, food, music, poetry slams (the stage was open to the public to perform), 
and over 6,000 visitors in two days.  

Covering a diverse range of fields such as agriculture, architecture, fashion, film, health-
care, robotics, sanitation, science, textiles, transportation, toys, and more, this year’s 
fair in Lagos will feature over a dozen workshops & presentations for exhibiting makers 
and a “pop-up maker space” for the general public – a large tent filled with cutting edge 
D.I.Y. technologies that everyone is free to experiment with.  Included will be Arduino 
microcontrollers, e-textiles, solar, 3D desktop printing and DNA extraction for kids, as 
well as tutorials in basic D.I.Y. skills such as soldering.

For up-to-date information on the event, visit www.makerfaireafrica.com 

a Lagos State Governemtn Project



“Maker Faire Africa Lagos is testament to  
the innovative, inventive and resourceful  
capabilities of our people... we are delighted 
to join the Maker Faire Africa community in 
celebrating the future of creativity and  
enterprise in Nigeria.” 
  -  Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
       Minister of Finance & C.o-ordinating Minister for the Economy 
       Nigerian Federal Ministry of Finance
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In the “Light Up Your Gele!” workshop at MFA ‘12, participants will explore the 
use of microcontrollers, solar, sensors & conductive materials in African fashion.



Maker Faire Africa 2012  Theme : “A Making Manifesto”

IF YOU WANT SOMETHING YOU’VE NEVER HAD, THEN 

YOU’VE GOT TO DO SOMETHING YOU’VE NEVER DONE.

this is the
MAKER 
MANIFESTO 
1. WE will wait for no one.   2. we will make the things africa needS.   

3. we will SEE CHALLENGES AS OPPORTUNITIES TO INVENT, AND INVENTION  

AS A MEANS TO PROVING AFRICAN INGENUITY.    4. we WILL BE OBSESSED WITH  

IMPROVING THINGS, WHETHER just A LITTLE OR A LOT.   5. we will show 

the world how sexy african manufacturing can be.  6. we will 

hunt down new skills, unmask locally made materials, keep  

our work sustainable and be kind to the environments in which  

we make.  7. we will share what we make, and help each other 

make what we share.   8. we will be responsible for acting on our  

own ideas.  9. WE wiLL FORGE COLLABORATIONS ACROSS OUR CONTINENT.   

1 0. we  wi ll  REMAKE   AFRICA  with   ou r   own    han ds.

 
  



MFA ‘12 Inventor’s Exhibit 
Over 40 projects are expected to be on display at the public fair as part of an exhibit that 
celebrates African Ingenuity across the continent, with a focus on Nigeria. “The public is often 
surprised to see a collection of this many groundbreaking inventions that have been created right 
in their own community,” says Henry Barnor (Maker Faire Africa Co-Organizer & the organiza-
tion’s Maker Liason, as well as co-founder of GhanaThink!).  “Many of these projects have been 
ingeniously prototyped, and could easily be brought to market.  Yet, they remain unnoticed.  The 
exhibit provides inventors from even the furthest reaches with a platform from which to be recog-
nized, be it by local businesses, fellow African inventors, or international press.” 

Details on the inventions will be released closer to the fair, but highlights include the Farmking, 
a mobile multi-crop processor for tubers and grains built by an inventor from Abuja, a robotic toy 
excavator built by a 13-year old inventor from Enugu, an amphibian ehicle that transforms itself to 
go from land to water built here in Lagos, a line of interior furnishings hand-crafted from locally 
produced menswear, a robotic bottler for use in the pharmaceutical industry, and a solar-based 
ventilation system for turning poorly ventilated homes in Lagos into healthy ones. 

Photos & videos of the inventions on display will be uploaded during and after the  
fair to Maker Faire Africa social media accounts :

Twitter : @makerfairafrica

Facebook : http://is.gd/mfa12

Flicker : www.flickr.com/groups/makerfaireafrica

Youtube : MakerFaireAfrica

Instagram : makerfaireafrica
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MFA ‘12 ‘Pop-Up Maker Space’

A highlight of the fair will be an active project space deemed a “Maker Space”.   
Produced in partnership with G.E.M.S.I., the public can join demonstrations, mini-workshops that 
range from basic D.I.Y. skills such as soldering and hand tools, to cutting edge technologies like Ar-
duino microcontrollers, mini solar panels, 3D desktop printing of objects, DNA extraction for home 
biology, and micro sensors and e-textiles for use in fashion.  

“It is one of the most popular activities at our fair,” says Jennifer Wolfe (Maker Faire Africa Co-Or-
ganizer & Design Liason, and co-founder of the Bronze Belt Foundry).  “It is essentially a large tent 
filled with many of the same tools and materials inventors all over the world are using.  It allows 
anyone, with any background, the ability to try their hand at making the same things being made at 
places like the MIT Media Lab or St. Martins.  One of the biggest factors that hampers innovation 
is a lack of familiarity with the technologies that drive it.  Once you demystify them, they become 
quite easy and very natural for almost anyone to work with.”

One of the highlights of the Maker Space will be a MakerbotReplicatorTM 3D desktop printer, which 
will be printing objects throughout both days at the fair.  Bicycle parts, D.I.Y. film & camera parts, 
kids toys, fashion accessories, even parts for medical devices will be produced in real-time.  Visitors 
can then work with these items to create larger objects inside the Maker Space.

Designers, hackers and engineers will be on hand to help lead discussions about how 3D printing 
can be utilized inside of Africa, by various industries such as science, education, design, engineer-
ing and agriculture.  “Every industry and each inventor has their own view of how they can use this 
technology,” says Jennifer Wolfe.  “It’s an additive manufacturing practice, so naturally, designers 
see beauty, engineers see cost savings, and grassroots inventors see access to parts & prototyp-
ing that lead to more formal iterations of their inventions.”

Also inside the Maker Space will be Arduino microcontrollers, Raspberry Pi’s, Lilypad microcon-
trollers for fashion, LittleBitsTM snap-together electronics for kids, Lego Mindstorms, soldering, mini 
solar panels for textiles, “MediKits” for developing low-cost healthcare devices, DNA extraction 
demonstrations by Genspace, one of the world’s first D.I.Y. biology labs, and a host of bar-camp 
style discussions that will brainstorm ideas for how to build more productive environments across 
Africa to encourage invention and increase local manufacturing.

News on the Pop-Up Maker Space activities will be posted daily on the MFA Facebook page at 
Facebook : http://is.gd/mfa12
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Makerbot 3D Printer
Demonstrations

Project Tables :
1. Basic Soldering + Maker 101
2. Arduino + Raspberry Pi
3. Lilypad for Fashion + eTextiles
4. LittleBits + Lego Mindstorms for Kids
5. Open Materials + Open Hardware
6. D.I.Y. Biology + MediKits

Technologies featured in the Maker Space :

MFA ‘12 ‘Pop-Up Maker Space’



Food & Entertainment
Light snacks will be available at the fair, and full service restaurants near the LTV Blue Roof 
arena will be open during fair hours for visitors to purchase larger meals.  Maker Faire Africa has 
partnered with local creative consultancy, iFactory, to feature emerging local talent on the main 
stage at the fair.  Musicians, poets, and more will take the stage each day from 4-7pm.   Follow @
ifactoryng on Twitter, for up-to-date news on the performerances.

Press Conference
A press conference will be held in Lagos, prior to the opening of the fair, with organizers from 
Maker Faire Africa in attendance.  Follow @makerfairafrica and @ifactoryng on Twitter for up-to-date 
information as to the date and time of the press conference.

Entry to Fair
Maker Faire Africa is free to all visitors.  We do ask that visiting press stop by the  
Welcome Desk so that we may provide you with an updated list of activities.

Related Activities for Exhibiting Makers, Community & Kids

Along with the public fair on the 5th & 6th of November, a variety of activities are taking place both 
at the LTV Blue Roof and off-site at local businesses.  

Maker Workshops - A day of workshops exclusively for exhibiting makers will be held at the Co-
Creation Hub Nigeria, on Sunday, 4th of November from 12pm - 9pm.  Topics covered are The 
Business of Invention (marketing, fundraising, intellectual property), Design + Materials (product 
design, design for 3D printing, emerging technologies for design), Technology + Science (women 
in technology, arduino, synthetic biology for economic development) and Grassroots Manufac-
turing (industrializing raw resources, artisan manufacturing).  Local, national and international 
engineers, designers, social entrepreneurs, hackers and scientists will be collaborating to facilitate 
the workshops, including  C.C.Hub founders, Bosun Tijani, Femi Longe and Tunji Eleso, TEDx Cairo 
Producer Bahy Aboelezz;  TED Fellows Dr. Oliver Medvedik and Alex Odundo, and Linet Kwamboka, 
co-founder of Akirachix and Books2Schools, among others.

A listing of workshops and schedules will be posted on 26th of October, 2012 :
www.makerfaireafrica.com/workshops-for-makers
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4th November, 12noon - 9pm
Co-Creation Hub Nigeria 

6th Floor, 294 Herbet Macaulay Way, 
Sabo, Yaba, Lagos
+234 (01) 295 0555

info@cchubnigeria.com



“Hackidemia” Kids Workshops - “Build Robots // Design Games // Invent Gadgets” 
Maker Faire Africa will be hosting Hackidemia at our Lagos fair, a workshop series for participating 
partner schools in Lagos.  20 low cost private schools will send 5 kids, each between 9-14 years 
old, to the fair on Monday the 5th, and kids at public schools will attend on the 6th.   
 
Hackidemia :www.hackidemia.com or on Twitter @HacKidemia

MFA Match-a-Maker Directory - Each year at the fair, photos, videos and interviews with the 
exhibiting ‘makers’ are captured for inclusion in an online directory of MFA inventors called “Match-
a-Maker”.  The goal of Match-a-Maker, original created by  
Butterflyworks (www.butterflyworks.org) for MFA, is to give grassroots inventors an online pres-
ence to promote their projects and skills for potential collaboration.

www.matchamaker.info  

Maker Meet-Ups at Co-Creation Hub  - Meet-ups to discuss the creation of a Lagos hackerspace, 
the seeding of a Lagos maker space, the evolution of Nigerian product design, and the creation of 
cutting edge technologies for grassroots innovation inside Nigeria, will be held at the CCHub in the 
days following the fair.  For info, contact the CCHub Nigeria at bosun@cchubnigeria.com or henry.
barnor@gmail.com

“MADE IN NIGERIA : The Film Project” -  Film shorts are an essential storytelling tool for building 
community and support around Makers and the things they make.  With the support of Innovate 
Lagos, a Lagos State Government project, Maker Faire Africa is holding a film challenge for area 
filmmakers to “make a film about making”.  Entries will be broadcast on YouTube and the winner 
will receive a GoPro camera outfit.

Follow @makerfairafrica or visit our Facebook page for details.
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5th November
LTV Blue Roof, Ikeja

5th & 6th November
LTV Blue Roof, Ikeja

Site to go live Spring, 2013

7th & 8th November 
Co-Creation Hub Nigeria 

6th Floor, 294 Herbet Macaulay Way, 
Sabo, Yaba, Lagos
+234 (01) 295 0555

info@cchubnigeria.com

Challenge runs 
1st November - 1st December

Open to all Nigerian filmmakers
Winning entries announced 

15th December



For Updates on Maker Faire Africa 2012 in Lagos :

Twitter : @makerfairafrica

Facebook : http://is.gd/mfa12

Flicker : www.flickr.com/groups/makerfaireafrica

Youtube : MakerFaireAfrica

Instagram : makerfaireafrica

For High Res Photos : http://is.gd/mfa12press

MFA ‘12 Sponsor Info :

African Innovation Foundation : http://www.africaninnovation.org  |  @IPAprize 

Co-Creation Hub Nigeria : http://cchubnigeria.com  |  @cc_hub on Twitter

iFactory : http://ifactoryng.com  |  @IFactoryng 

The Tony Elumelu Foundation : http://www.tonyelumelufoundation.org  |  @TE_Foundation

Innovate Lagos : http://www.lagosstate.gov.ng

LittleBitsTM : www.littlebits.cc  |  @littleBits

MakerbotReplicatorTM : www.makerbot.com  |  @makerbot

Genspace : www.genspace.org  |  @genspacenyc

GEMSI : www.gemsi.org

MediKits : http://is.gd/medikits  |  @jfgm

Kijamii : http://www.kijamii.net  |  @KijamiiMedia

Press Kit created by Maker Faire Africa
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2012 Event Schedule :
4th November  :  MAKER  WORKSHOPS at C.C.Hub 

12noon - 1pm, Registration + Socializing

1:00 - 1:45pm, “Innovation in Africa”, Emeka Okafor

2:00 - 3:50pm, Workshops Session #1 

4:00 - 5:50pm, Workshops Session #2

6:00 - 6:25pm, Break

6:30 - 9:00pm, Workshops Session #3

9:30 - 12:00pm, Maker Party

5th NOVEMBER  :  PUBLIC FAIR AT LTV Blue Roof, Ikeja

7:00 - 11:00am, Check In +Set Up for Makers

9:00am - 12:00pm, Pop-Up Maker Space Open to Makers

11:00am - 11:45pm, Lunch for Makers

12:00pm, Faire Opens to Public 

1:00 - 6:00pm, Pop-Up Maker Space Open to Public

4:00 - 7:00pm, Entertainment

7:00 - 8:00pm, Free Time

8:00 - 10:00pm, Maker Dinner

6th November  :  PUBLIC FAIR AT LTV Blue Roof, Ikeja

9:00 - 10:00am, Check In for Makers

9:00am - 12:00pm, Pop-Up Maker Space Open to Makers

11:00am - 11:45pm, Lunch for Makers 

12:00pm, Faire Opens to Public 

1:00 - 6:00pm, Pop-Up Maker Space Open to Public

12:00pm, Lunch + Keynote Speaker

2:00 - 6:00pm, Kids Workshops

4:00 - 7:00pm, Entertainment

7:00 - 9:00pm, Tear Down

10:00pm, Farewell Party

POST FAIRE  :  COMMUNITY BUILDING at C.C.Hub

•  Meet ups at CcHub to plan future maker activities

•  Kids Little Bits Club

•  Other activities TBD

For updates to program please check www.makerfaireafrica.com or  
follow us on Facebook at http://is.gd/mfa12
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